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What has happened in Playgroup this year? 

Over the past year in playgroup, the children have greatly benefited from having a variety of visitors come into our sessions. As part of our themes of ‘Growing’ and ‘Animals’, the children have enjoyed visits from parents, staff members’ family members, and even a staff member’s pet rabbit. The rabbit stayed with us for a week, giving the children the opportunity to help feed and care for him. This provided a wonderful hands-on experience and helped the children develop an understanding of how animals need to be cared for. One parent also brought in an African tortoise for the children to see and learn about. The children were fascinated to observe the tortoise and find out more about its appearance, habitat and care. Our Leader’s husband brought in an incubator containing eggs, giving the children an especially exciting learning experience. For approximately 24 days, the children helped to monitor the water level and temperature of the incubator. They were then able to witness the chicks hatching, which was a memorable experience for everyone and provided a fantastic opportunity to learn about the life cycle of a chicken. These experiences have supported the children’s curiosity, encouraged them to ask questions, and provided valuable opportunities for hands-on learning and developing an understanding of the world around them.

The children have enjoyed a variety of outdoor visits and experiences throughout the year. They had the opportunity to visit Tu Fewn Tu Allan, the Forest School learning centre in Colwyn Bay, where they took part in a wide range of activities, including gardening and sorting, sand play, balancing and climbing, exploring the wooded area, collecting water, creating natural art, outdoor cooking and, of course, lots of muddy play. These experiences provided valuable opportunities for the children to develop their physical skills, confidence, independence and curiosity while exploring the natural environment. The children have also made good use of the field across the road, where they enjoyed searching for and observing minibeasts. They walked to the local memorial gardens, taking their baskets with them to collect a variety of natural autumnal materials. These resources were then used back at playgroup to create pictures, models and other imaginative creations. The school garden has also been used regularly to support outdoor learning. The children have taken part in activities such as Easter egg hunts and have enjoyed making creations using natural resources they had collected themselves. These activities encouraged creativity, cooperation and an appreciation of the natural world. The children have also enjoyed many local walks, which have provided valuable opportunities to reinforce road safety skills, including learning how to stop, look and listen and cross roads safely. 
We benefit from a wide range of outdoor play equipment that supports the development of the children’s physical skills, including climbing frames, bicycles, climbing nets, a slide and balancing equipment. The children have many opportunities to develop their gross motor skills, coordination, balance and confidence through a variety of activities in our outdoor area. Our outdoor provision has been enhanced with new resources purchased through grant funding, allowing us to further develop the range of experiences available to the children. We have also developed our continuous provision to create a more natural and stimulating environment, incorporating a variety of open-ended and natural materials. The outdoor area includes tyres, a mud kitchen, a large reading corner, a spacious sandpit and a range of construction materials such as planks, poles, crates and small tyres. These resources encourage the children to use their imagination, problem-solve, take risks appropriately and work collaboratively as they create their own structures, games and activities. We have a wellie rack which enables the children to independently access their own wellies and waterproof clothing, allowing them to enjoy outdoor experiences in all weather conditions, including water and messy play. This supports their developing independence and encourages them to make their own choices about their outdoor play. The children can also independently access a selection of dressing-up clothes and musical instruments, providing opportunities for imaginative play, role play, singing and dancing. Our outdoor provision therefore supports a broad range of learning and development, while giving children the freedom to explore, make choices, be active and learn through play.
We have recognised and celebrated a wide range of religious events, cultural celebrations and important national days throughout the year, including St David’s Day, Diwali, Chinese New Year, Christmas, Easter, Children in Need and World Book Day, to name just a few. These events have provided valuable opportunities for the children to learn about different cultures, traditions and celebrations, while developing an understanding and respect for the diverse world around them. The children particularly enjoyed celebrating St David’s Day by taking part in our own traditional Welsh tea party. They dressed up as Welsh ladies and Welsh boys and enjoyed drinking tea from a real teapot, accompanied by Welsh cakes and sandwiches. This provided a fun and meaningful opportunity for the children to experience and celebrate Welsh culture and traditions. The children also thoroughly enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year at our special party. They had the opportunity to try a variety of Chinese foods and were encouraged to have a go at using chopsticks. This was a fun and engaging experience that encouraged the children to try something new, develop their fine motor skills and learn more about Chinese culture and traditions. Throughout the year, the children have taken part in whole-school and playgroup fancy-dress days, performances, parties, fundraising activities and a variety of learning experiences linked to different events and celebrations. These opportunities have encouraged the children to participate together, develop their confidence and communication skills, and celebrate the similarities and differences between people, cultures and traditions.

We have achieved Healthy Pre-School Status, and throughout the year we have continued to promote healthy lifestyles and encourage the children to develop an understanding of the importance of healthy eating and keeping their bodies active. The children have had opportunities to take part in a range of activities aimed at raising awareness of healthy eating and healthy bodies. These have included healthy cooking activities, sorting and identifying different fruits and vegetables, creating vegetable collages and using fruit for printing. The children also enjoy a range of healthy snacks, helping them to develop positive attitudes towards healthy food choices. Physical activity is an important part of our provision. The children take part in weekly PE sessions in the school hall, which include active stories, yoga and Busy Feet activities. Busy Feet encourages the children to remain active while developing their listening, concentration, coordination and movement skills. These experiences provide enjoyable opportunities for the children to learn about making healthy choices while developing their physical skills, confidence and awareness of how to look after their bodies.

Our playgroup supports children to develop a lifelong love of learning, in line with the principles of the Curriculum for Wales. We provide learning experiences and an environment that are fun, engaging and purposeful, enabling children to learn through play and authentic experiences that reflect their individual interests and needs. Staff work closely together to observe and monitor each child’s progress. This enables us to identify their individual strengths, interests and next steps, ensuring that children receive the appropriate support, encouragement and challenge as they develop at their own pace. We provide opportunities for children to become confident, independent learners who are encouraged to explore, investigate, ask questions and develop their own ideas. We continue to share the school’s resources, giving the children access to a wider range of interesting and stimulating educational materials and experiences. We also have staff who are trained in Makaton, which is used regularly during songs, stories and everyday interactions. This supports children’s communication and language development and helps to ensure that all children can participate and express themselves. We have continued to establish strong links with Flying Start and Early Years Liaison Teachers, who have visited our sessions and worked alongside staff to provide additional activities and experiences. These partnerships support our provision and help us to meet the individual needs of the children.

Developing the children’s Welsh identity and sense of belonging is an important part of our provision. Children are regularly exposed to Welsh through nursery rhymes, counting, greetings, registration, simple instructions and short, age-appropriate stories. We have also introduced a ‘Welsh Word of the Week’, which gives children the opportunity to learn and use new Welsh vocabulary. The weekly word is shared with parents through our newsletters, encouraging families to use Welsh at home and helping to strengthen the links between home and playgroup. Throughout the year, the children have taken turns to take our Welsh bear, Ticw, home to stay with them for a couple of days. Ticw has his own overnight bag, which the children take home along with him, encouraging them to take responsibility for his care and wellbeing. Ticw also has his favourite Welsh storybook in his bag, giving the children the opportunity to enjoy a Welsh bedtime story with their families. This has been a lovely way of encouraging children to use Welsh at home and to strengthen the links between home and playgroup. The children have enjoyed sharing their experiences with their friends when Ticw returns, helping to develop their communication skills, confidence and sense of belonging.
                                                               What do you think?
At St Joseph’s Playgroup we value the opinions of all our stakeholders.  At the end of the school year, we gather the views of parents and staff about their experiences at St Joseph’s Playgroup. Your views are used to inform our planning for next year and to hopefully improve the quality of service we provide. 

Questionnaires were sent out to all the families of pupils that regularly attend St Joseph’s Playgroup. We had seven responses which are detailed below.
Parental Questionnaire Responses

	
	Strongly

Agree
	Agree
	Don’t

know
	Disagree
	Strongly

Disagree

	My child enjoys Playgroup
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Playgroup staff encourage positive behaviours and attitudes
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	I feel I am informed about what happens in the Playgroup on a regular basis.
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Playgroup always provides a range of different experiences and activities my child enjoys
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Playgroup cares, guides and supports the needs of my child 
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	I feel playgroup provides a safe stimulating and enjoyable activities
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	I feel comfortable about

approaching Playgroup staff with any questions, concerns or problems I or my child may have
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Playgroup is well led and managed
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0


Additional Parental Comments:

· We are so grateful for the love and support you have given our little one. Your encouragement and support has helped her become more confident, curious and happy. Thank you for making playgroup such a positive experience. 

· Gracie has had the best time in playgroup. Her confidence has grown and has learnt a lot of things. She looks forward to coming every day. She has made lots of friends and absolutely loves her teachers. Thank you very much.
· Melissa loves coming to playgroup.

· Couldn’t be happier with playgroup. You are all marvellous.

· We are very happy with the playgroup. The staff are friendly and supportive and our Liora enjoys attending. We appreciate the variety of activities and the regular communication about what the children are learning and doing.  

Suggestions for improvement: No suggestions made this year
Favourite things from the children
· Making lots of new friends
· Going on a bear hunt
· Playing with dinosaurs
· Building things
· Doing my maths
· Learning about ‘stop, look, listen’
· Playing with my friends

· Playing with the instruments and singing
· I love reading books
· Playing with the babies 
· Planting grass seeds
· Building with blocks
· I have had the best year in playgroup. I love going every day and playing and learning
· Watching the chick’s hatch

· Going to Forest School

· I have loved playgroup. I can’t wait for the next step learning with my teachers and friends

What do the staff think? 

We are delighted that the responses to our parental questionnaires have been overwhelmingly positive and reflect parents’ appreciation of the service provided by St Joseph’s Playgroup.

The positive feedback is a wonderful affirmation of the commitment, dedication and hard work of all our staff. It is encouraging to know that parents are happy with the experiences and opportunities we provide for their children. 

The responses clearly demonstrate that parents value the quality of care, learning experiences and support offered by the playgroup. We are grateful to all parents and families who took the time to share their views and feedback with us. Their comments help us to recognise our strengths and continue to develop and improve our provision.

